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Clive A. Alderman 
M.S.: The following is an interview with Clive A. Alderman, 
interviewed by Michael Sheets. It was recorded April 
22, 1979. The place of the interview was in Mr. Alder-
man's home at Huntersville, a small community located 
in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. The central topic 
discussed in this interview is Mr. Alderman's involve-
ment with the Civilian Conservation Corps, a New Deal 
program of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's, im-
plemented during the 1930's, the years of the Great 
Depressiono Mr. Alderman, could you tell me a little 
bit about the early years of your life, such as uh, when 
an' where you were born, where you lived, where you 
were married and to whom and so forth? 
C.A.: Well uh, I was born on what uh, was called Buffalo 
Mountain. (November 21, 1899) That would be about uh, 
five to six mile northeast of Dunmore, West Virginia. 
But uh, we left there when I was a baby in m' mother's 
arms and I can't remember anything about that. But, I 
think my records will show now, that I've always put it 
down, "Born at Huntersville." But, really I was born on 
Buffalo Mountain. And uh, I was workin' in the big log 
woods around Lobelia and uh, that's where I courted my 
wife, Elsie R. Dean, daughter of George H. Deane He 
was a lumberman tooo Well, really I was workin' for 
him at the time we was married at Lobelia. And we lived 
there an' I worked in the big log woods there for several 
yearso 
M.S.: What uh, what did you do workin' in the log woods? 
C.A.: Well, sometimes I'd drive team. That was when we skidded 
the logs on the ground with horses. And uh, a lot of 
the time I worked in the cuttin' crew, with a cross- cut 
saw. At that time we had no chain saws. But we uh, used 
broad, er, double-bitted axes, an' cross-cut saws, and 
a lot of my time was spent in cuttin' timber, an' part 
of it in drivin' team an' skiddin' logs, for the Spice 
Run Lumber Company at that time. 
M.So: You had uh, mentioned something to me one time in the 
past uh, about uh, various logging companies around here, 
uh, that had a uh, railroad which came up through this 
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area, through Huntersville here. What, do you re-
member anything about that? 
c.A.: Well, that was uh, Marlin Lumber Company, located at 
Stillwell, a little south of Marlinton, West Virginia. 
An', of course, I worked uh, some few years with them. 
And uh, some of my work was contract work . Had a couple 
teams an' done some contract work for the Marlin Lum-
ber Company. But, to go back yonder, when I first went 
in the log woods uh, I, as soon as I got through the 
grades on Ceasar Mountain, I'd say around fifteen years 
old, my father was workin' then for the Maryland Lum-
ber Company, located at Denmar with that big mill. And 
he took me into the log woods thereo That was the first 
log woods I worked in. Back when I was about fifteen 
years old. An', at that time though, when we finished 
the "grades", the school teacher insisted on some of 
us a goin' ahead and signin' up for a high school that 
was bein' built right at that particular time, was 
bein' built at Hillsboro. I believe Hillsboro at that 
time was called Academy. And so uh, the school teacher 
insisted that we go through the "grades", but uh, my 
father, bein' among others that thought uh, buildin' 
a high school down in the Little Levels District would 
uh, really be uh, not a good thing for Pocahontas 
County and the Little Levels District. Where they had 
a high school at Marlinton. And he was so much against 
a high school is one reason I never give it much thought 
o' goin' on into high schoolo So, I went on into the 
log woods then about that time, about fifteen years old, 
an' so, I kinda followed the log woods up for many years 
then. 
M.S.: Was this uh, pretty much the kind of work you were doing 
when the Great Depression (C .A. Yes.) hit this area? 
c.A.: We was still workin', still workin' in the log woods 
about the time the depression come on us. And uh, 
course I never could understand uh, why we had such 
tough luck, but it seemed like uh, buildings st-, uh, 
almost come to a close and uh, there wasn't much out-
let for lumber, you see? And so, the log woods, they 
would shut down maybe for a period of time. And, of 
course that uh, brought pretty hard luck, a lot of us 
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that depended on our work in the log woods. And, of 
course, the banks folded. There was several banks that 
folded up during that depression. 
M.S.: Were, did you loose much uh, as far as what you had in-
vested in the banks? 
C.A.: No. No. If I remember right (laughing), I think, I 
always did think, that I lost a few cents in the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank that folded here in Marlinton, West 
Virginia. But it wudn't enough to amount to very much 
anyhow. 
M.S.: What about other people that you knew? Do you know of 
anyone else that had lost a lot of money, (C.A. Well) 
in the area? 
CoAo: I couldn't just recall their names now, but, course 
there was a bank at Hillsboro at that time that folded. 
But they claim the cashier there had uh, gambled uh, 
some of that money away and I couldn't name these uh, 
pretty wealthy men down in the Little Levels that was 
stuck with quite a sum, when that bank folded. But 
they claim the cashier of that bank, at that time, had 
gambled a lot of money away and caused it to go broke. 
M.S.: Where were you living uh, when the depression hit? 
C.A.: Let's see. I's still livin' at Lobelia. We was still 
livin' at Lobelia when the depression was comin' upon 
us. But, I moved from Lobelia onto Beaver Crick, and 
of course the, the hardest part of the depression was 
hittin' us about the time we moved to Beaver Crick. 
M.S.: What uh, type of work, were you still in the logging 
business then? 
C.A.: Yes. Yes, we was still workin' what time we would be 
called back, every once in awhile to the log woods. A 
few of us was called back at times to the log woods, an' 
course that helped a whole lot in gettin' a little work 
now an' then. 
M.S.: How uh, do you remember much uh, detail on how the 
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depression affected you an' your family, your wife an' 
children? 
c.A.: Well, the, I know they was times when we wondered where 
the next bag of flour was gonna come from. We did! 
We really did wonder sometimes if we was gonna make it, 
but it seemed like "Lady Luck", as they called it, 
smiled on us a little an' maybe I'd be called back to 
work for a short time again. Kinda catch up. 
M.S. How many uh, children did you have at this time? 
c.A.: Well, that was just about at the time when we had uh, 
at least eight of our children. We've had uh, ten 
children born the, three has uh, passed on. But we 
had about eight children, if I remember tight, about 
the time the, the worst, the hardest times hit us. So, 
that was right smart a large family. 
M.S.: I imagine that would be kinda hard to provide for eight 
children an' two adults (C.A. It was! It was!), through 
a period like that. 
c.A.: At that time, it was. 
M.S.: What uh, was the general opinion of uh, people in this 
area of President Hoover during this time period? 
C.A.: Well, it seemed like uh, he was, he was president during 
the Great Depression, as they call it, an' of course, to 
make matters worse, we had an awful drought one year 
there. The drought, there was hardly anything growin' 
M.S.: 
in this section of the countryo Our crops was very poor. 
But uh, I know uh, if I remember right, most of the 
people was talkin' about President Hoover not really 
knowin' what poverty was an' he was so slow to ever try 
to do anything that would help poor people. An' uh, 
it was always said he was born with a silver spoon in 
his mouth, an' that he didn't know really what poverty 
was. And the banks, they began to fail, in that de-
pression. 
How would you evaluate Hoover then? 
president during that time period? 
Uh, his actions as 
Very poor? 
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c.A. : I'd have to rate him pretty poor uh, as far as hard times 
was concerned an' the Great Depression, I'd, I'd have 
to rate him pretty, pretty poor, a' managing. 
M.S.: Okay. What about Franklin Roosevelt? What were your 
feelings, or what were the feelings of the people of 
this general area on him when he was first running for 
President? And then as a president in handling the 
depression? 
c . A. : Well, if I remember right, now, the Fall he was runnin' 
for election he uh, promised that he could have 300,000 
young men off the streets an' into the forests of the 
United States by June the first. An' of course, na-
turally, a lot of us didn't think he could possibly ever 
do that. But, if I remember right, he did. He had 
300,000 young men in what they cal l ed the Civilian 
Conservation Corps by June the first. Now, of course, 
it was uh, had to be hurried up an' they's a, as well 
as I can remember all the camps in Pocahontas County 
was started with tents, large tents. A tent for a mess 
hall, an' tents for all of us an' the "CC" boys to 
stay in. But, I think if I remember right, uh, Pres -
ident Roosevelt, he uh, he first announced a vacation 
for the banks. He wanted to get the banks uh, straightened 
out. It seemed like so many banks had folded an' he 
announced a, a vacation for the banks. But, I can't 
remember just how long. But, it was only a few days. 
An' it seemed like, if I remember right, the banks all 
opened then in good condition. So that was a great 
help to the country. Then industry begun to move in 
and begun to do things, ya see? When they had access 
to the money to do it. 
(Mic position changed) 
M.S.: How did you first hear about the Civilian Conservation 
Corps as a program, an' how did you get involved with it? 
C.A.: I just can't remember exactly how I first heard about 
that. But, I think I was on the way back to the log 
woods when I met somebody in Marlinton uh, where we 
usually caught the bus and rode a distance toward the 
log camps. An' someone told me that uh, they was gonna 
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start up a work party fer all young men and gettin' 
them into the forests, an' they said that they would 
want a certain amount of woodsmen, people that knew 
how to use axes and saws, to be leaders over these here 
young fellows that they was gonna put in the camps. An' 
so I said, "Okay," an' uh, I come back home. I didn't 
go on into the log camps that time. Come back home. 
And then the word for out that uh, they uh, wanted so 
many woodsmen to meet at Doctor Hambrick's clinic in 
Marlinton for a physical examination. An' they wanted 
to pick out some uh, good woodsmen out of this group 
to be uh, leaders in the ca~ps that was just about ready 
to start up, ya see? An' so uh, it wasn't long then 
till I heard the date when we'd go to Marlinton for the 
physical examination. An' I done that an' passed that 
physical examination good. An' so the next thing, 
then, the U.S. Army, they announced that they would be 
at the court house in Marlinton for a physical examina-
tion under the U.S. Army, fer men to go into these 
camps that they was just about to set up fer these here 
boys. An' so I went there an' passed that physical ex-
amination good. An', so just a few days then, we was 
called to report to a certain place. An', so that's 
how I come to be connected with the "Three C", we called 
it, Conservation? Civilian Conservation Coprs, pro-
nouncing it as corpse, as a leader, as a supervisor. 
M.S.: What did that uh, position require of you? What were 
your responsibilities as a leader? 
C.A.: Well uh, we was responsible for uh, well, in the, in the 
camp we was under the U.S. Army, strict rules under the 
U.S. Army when we was in camp an', uh, I was a party 
there, was one of the leaders uh, to be over the bar-
racks that, that I was in, with uh, forty, there was 
five barracks uh, forty young fellows each. Made two 
hundred, two hundred was called a company in the "CC". 
So I was uh, responsible for keepin' the barracks 
clean. An' for the territory surroundin' that bar-
racks, as well as on Main Street, in front of the bar-
racks. An' in the woods I was responsible fer, say 
twenty or some, maybe more than twenty boys that I 
would be over uh, cuttin' the brush an', uh, makin' 
trails, an' clearin' off the lake botton, which is 
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known as Watoga Lake (interference with microphone). 
MS: How long did these boys have to sign up for? 
CA: Well, that was usually six months. Six months was 
counted a term. But if they wanted to they could 
reenlist, fer another term. And, uh, I don't just 
know how many times they could reenlist, but that 
was their priviledge. They could keep reenlistingo 
MS: What kind of pay did they get for this? 
CA: Well, uh, all the boys got a dollar a day. That would 
be thirty dollars a month fer, uh, all the, all the 
boys. They was nobody paid less than a dollar a day 
or thirty dollars a month. An assistant leader, he, 
uh, got thirty-six dollars a month and us, uh, leaders 
that wore three bars on our sleeve, we got fourty-five 
dollars a month. So at that time that was, uh, good 
money theno 
MS: You mentioned bars on the sleeve. What type of 
insignia did they have as far as rank? Well what 
were all the ranks that they had? 
CA: I think that was all the ranks that we had, was the 
leader that had three bars on the chevron or whatever 
you call it there. And then the assistant leader was 
two bars, if I remember right that was the only in-
signia that we wore. 
MS: What about those, uh, your all's supervisors, those 
over the leaders? 
CA: Well now we had, uh, what we called state men. That 
was men that was in there for the interest of the state. 
Now it wa, I don't remember just what it was called. 
But anyhow, uh, it's right soon after the "CC" camp 
got there, why the department of interior, uh, called 
that Watoga State Park. They made it a state park. 
It was just a forest until it was made a state park. 
And so they was state men that was over us, over the 
leaders. Uh, they was there to, to look after the 
.,, 
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interest of the state as, as being a state park. 
MS: Were there any government men from the U.S. government 
working with you all? 
CA: Just, uh, one over the camp, over the camp and the 
campground. That was under the United State government, 
you see. And if I remember right the first commandant 
was, uh, Patchum (?) from ,the Marine Corps. He was 
first commander over the or CC" camp. Then, if I remember 
right, Lieutenant Escott of the U.S. Navy. He was there 
fer some time, perhaps a couple year or soo And then 
the last one that I remember and being in under was, uh, 
Captain Heddingtono He was the U.S . Army. Yes, their 
responsibility was, uh, to look after all the boys, 
the welfare of all the boys while in camp. That was 
their duty, the army meno And, of course, we had 
sergeants. And the sergeants business was to get ya 
out of bed in time for your day's work and to put 
you to sleep at night, uh, blowin' Taps. 
MS: It sounds as if everything was run pretty much the 
way army life would have been runo 
CA: Well it was, I reckon it, it was. You'd call it thato 
And, uh, when we first begin that, why Captain Patchum 
had all of us, even us, uh, county men a marchin' as 
well with the other young fellows. And, uh, when a 
day come that we didn't work, ya see, he'd march em 
up there fer exerciseo And, of course, us county 
men being old heads and some of the county men that 
already served time in the army, some years ago, and 
so we wouldn't likin' that too little, too well. 
And so, uh, one mornin' Captain Patchum said, "Uh," 
he said, "you old fellows drop outa this." He said, 
"You had this years ago." So we was really tickled 
to do that (microphone interference). 
MS: Did you just work at one of the camps in the county, 
or did you work at various camps? 
CA: Well I was at Camp Will Rogers. Now, uh, after I'd 
served, uh, I don't know, about three years, I believe, 
at camp Watoga, then they started up Camp Will Rogers 
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and, uh, I saw the superintendant, it was the same 
superintendant that is the state, the state super-
intendant. I saw him and he wanted me to sign up 
and go to Will Rogers, because he was gonna be 
superintendant over both campso Will Rogers and 
watoga botho And so I signed up and I was in Camp 
Will Rogers there as long as it lasted. But it, it 
only lasted a while till it, uh, went out. 
MS: Where was Camp Will Rogers? 
CA: That was right over the divide from, uh, the head 
waters of Beaver Crick and the head waters of Laural 
Runo Just over the divide, down on the Burr Valley 
side was Camp Will Rogers. 
MS: What types of things did the, the boys that were 
working in the 3-C"s do? 
CA: Well, uh, some of 'em, uh, worked in the buildin' the 
cabins, they's buildin' the log cabins. And they's 
some of them boys learnt a good trade, uh, while in 
the "CC" camp a buildin' them log cabinso Some of 
them come outa there and made good carpenters. good 
builders. So they was a great amount of the boys 
worked at, uh, building cabins. And then some was 
building roads, some was buildin' on the lake. And, 
of course, it, uh, took a pretty good crew in the 
camp, takin' care of the camp. The, some of the "CC" 
boys was cooks and cookees, as we called 'em, second 
cooks. Some of 'em on K.P., kitchen police. Well 
there's a little amusing thing there, happened there. 
While, uh, this boy was in camp and he wrote home 
and told his mother he was, uh, kitchen police now. 
And so she wrote back said, "Now you remember now 
that you was just a "CC" boy yourself one time and 
don't you be too hard on the other boyso" So she 
thought he had an honorable job being kitchen police 
where he was just K. P. pealing potatoes was about 
all they done and washed disheso 
MS: What are some of the things in the county that are 
still here today that these boys built? 
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CA: Well we still have the cabins. And, uh, I understand 
that Watoga is billed maybe a year or two ahead all 
the time. And still have the cabins and it's really 
relaxin' to go over and walk up to one of those log 
cabinso It's, uh, so isolated it seems like it's so 
relaxin' to walk around these cabinso So it's, it's 
a wonderful thing for people that's a working everyday 
hard and standing maybe sitting at a desk all day long, 
it's just a fine thing. I think for people to get out 
and get into these cabins on a weekend. It's, it's 
relaxin' • 
MS: What about some of the roads that are still in the 
county that you'd mentioned to me once before? 
CA: Well they're still here. The road we got a good road 
on top of the Allegheny that divides Virginia and West 
Virginia line. And, uh, several times I've been over 
this road. It's a handy road for the hunters. Some 
of these roads is handy for the fishermans. So we 
still got the roads, and we still got the parks and 
we still got the state forests. Seneca is a state 
forest. It has a few cabins. It rould stand many 
more cabins. But it's all, it's all, something that 
really lastso It's, it's something that people's 
enjoying yet today after many, many years. 
MS: Okay. You mentioned camp Watoga, Will Rogers, Seneca, 
can you recall any others of the "CC" camps that were 
in Pocahontas County? 
CA: Well, uh, some of us county men that knew how to 
handle axes, uh, we was called just a few days after 
watoga set up with tents. We was called to go up 
here and clean off the campground fer, uh, what 
would be known as Camp Copperhead. We went up there 
and we cleaned that campground off, uh, so the U.S. 
Army could move in with their equipment. So then, 
uh, another company of two hundred boys could be 
moved there. So, uh, I think camp Copperhead, most 
of their job was building roads. 
MS: Where LCA: They built that •• o J was Camp Copperhead 
located? 
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CA: That was a little bit, uh, a few miles east of Frost, 
West Virginia, on what they call Bird's Run. 
MS: Right. What any others in the county. 
CA: Well there's Camp Seebert, that was located down on 
the Greenbrier River right near Seebert, West Virginia, 
Camp Seebert. Uh, course most of their work was, uh, 
buildin' roads and improvin' the forests. 
MS: Can you recall any others? Possibly in the northern 
end of the county? 
CA: Camp Seneca. Camp Seneca, it built, uh, Seneca Lake. 
It built alot of roads and trailso Fire trails, oh 
yeah, fire trails was an important part of, uh, "CC" 
camps. Buildin' fire trails so if any fire broke out 
they could have a way of gettin' to 'em (microphone 
interference)., 
MS: The people that worked in these camps, the boys that 
you had under the supervisors were they mostly local 
boys or were they from away from here? 
CA: Well now I think, uh, most of the ones that we got 
at Camp Watoga, most all the time come from Ohio. 
But they was a few county boys, a few out of Pocahontas 
County that was there. But the most of the boys come 
from Ohio, in watoga Camp. 
MS: Getting alot of these boys in from various places, 
did you all have much trouble with their discipline? 
CA: Not too much. We'd have to say that they's all pretty 
good. Well sometimes they'd raise a right smart rumpus 
in the barracks at night. We'd have to go in through 
there and get on them a few timeso But they wasn't 
too much trouble. They didn't give us too much trouble. 
And these boys, the main thing is to think about, too, 
they always sent a allotment home outa their month's 
pay. There's allotment went home, went to their homes. 
And they's supposed to a been hard pressed boy's too 
(microphone interference)o Well there's one night 
MS: 
CA: 
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there, uh, sergeant come over to me. He come out of 
the quarters, the captain's quarters over there and 
he come to me and asked if I'd mind goin' through 
number five barrackso He said them boys was carryin' 
on up there and nobody could sleep. And he asked me 
if I'd please go through there. He said he couldn't, 
he couldn't do nothin' with 'em. And so, uh, I went 
through and they kept yellin' at me to ya get ya a 
soap box if ya gonna make a speech (laughter). And, 
uh, course I was kinda anxious to get in at one end 
of the building, uh, in one door and out at the other 
end as soon as I could. Cause Idi..dn't know what 
they's gonna (laughs) throw shoes er somethin' at me. 
Well I couldn't do much with 'em and I went right up 
to the captain's quarters and I told him, I said, 
"Captain Patchum, I can't do nothin' with 'em." 
I said, "Sergeant wanted me to go through there and," 
I says, "I, I, I couldn't do nothin' with 'em." He 
says, "Okay," he says, "I, I'll take care of that." 
So he came on down and when he hit that front door, 
that was a marine captain, the first captain that 
was there, Captain Patchum, and he was tough built, 
I calledG And so he was over six feet tall, raw boned. 
able man. He said, "Allright boys," he said, "I'm 
gonna talk to you in your own language." And he went 
in at one end of that door and out at the other end a 
cussin' and I tell ya, we never had no trouble from 
that bunch of boys no more . {microphone interference). 
How were these boys transferred into Pocahontas County, 
and then out of the county again, once their term of 
enlistment was over? 
If I remember right now, there was a train run up 
this Greenbrier Divisiono And the most of the boys 
come by train and, uh, would go back home by train 
at the end of their six month period if they, if they 
didn't want to sign back up again. So, uh, one day 
just, uh, before they would be leavin' out to go home 
at the end of the six months, why the captain wanted 
all the boys that was goin' home at the end of that 
period to come to the mess hall. And so, uh, they all 
went to the mess hall. And the captain told them, he 
MS: 
CA: 
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said, "Now, there's been some disturbance 9n these 
trains which some of the boys that's come here and 
gone backo" He said, "Now I want you all to urrerstand, 
now, that, uh, you are under the supervisin', you're 
under the, under the U.S. Army until you cross over 
your threshold at home.•• And he said, "I want you to 
thoroughly understand that now, you're under the U.S. 
Army and don't you tear up anything on these trains 
when you go outa here because it has been done." He 
said, ••The trains has been, the seats has been tore 
up, uh, been alot of trouble on these trains but, uh, 
boys goin' from here, homeo'• He said, "Now you all 
understand it. You're under the U.S. government until 
you cross over your threshold at homeo •• Well everything 
was over and dismissed and we was on our way back to 
the barracks and an ole boy walked up to me. He said, 
"I'd just like to take that old feller right by the 
neck," he said, "I didn't, don't, don't like fer him 
to be callin' my home a trash hole." And he was just 
really cussin' up a storm over it and I couldn't under-
stand what he meant. And I happened to think, now, 
what he was a thinkin' o . I said, "OW, he · didn't call 
your home a trash hole.•• I said, "You know that little 
strip that goes under the door, the outside door, is 
called a threshold." I said, "He wasn't callin' your 
home a trash hole, he was just lettin' you know that 
you was under the U.S. government until you opened 
the door and stepped in your own house." I said, 
"Now that's, uh, steppin' over the threshold, not 
trash hole." "Oh," he said, he was sorry ( laughter) • 
I've heard the story of one fellow at the Watoga Camp 
from Scotland. Do you remember him LCA: Oh._/ or 
anything about him? 
That's the one we called "Scotty." Yeah, he ,was from 
Scotland. And he would get out there in the evenin's, 
aw, it was good. I like to hear that because I hadn't 
ever heard a bagpipe, bagpipe before. And he'd get 
out there and walk up and down the main highway that 
went right close by the camp a playin' them old tunes 
of Ireland on that there bagpipe. So he was Scotty. 
And I told him, I said, "Scotty, I want you to go home 
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with me some evening." And, uh, my wife she was, uh, 
well and hardy then. I said, "We' 11 bake you a good 
pie if you'll go over and play that bagpipe over there 
where my father and my mother can hear that. And he 
said, "Allright," he'd go .. So, one evenin' I brought 
him over and he got out there and marched around through 
the fields a playin' that bagpipe. And my daddy, just 
thought it was so wonderful and so good. So we come 
back and my wife had about, uh, a half a dozen or more 
pies (laughter) baked up and Scotty licked 'em all upo 
MS: Did he do this in full costume, with Scottish kilt? 
CA: No, he didn't have that ono He didn't have the kilts 
and stuff like that on. He just had his bagpipeso 
But he was awful good at playin' the bagpipes 
(microphone interference). 
MS: At the same time that the Civilian Conservation Corps 
was operating in this country, in Europe World War II 
was beginning. What were your all's feelings here 
about that and did you all ever have any idea it might 
affect you all before it actually began? 
CA: No. We wondered, of course. One day we was marchin' 
this hundred boys, that was when we was cuttin' off 
the right o way fer the road that would lead from the 
main highway into the park. So we used a hundred boys 
in there cuttin' off all that right o way according to 
the survey and getting it ready for to dig out. And 
so, uh, we was marchin' these boys and one of my buddies, 
a county man, that was over so many boys too, he walked 
up beside of me. He said, "Instead of these bresh hooks 
and axes on these boys shoulders," he said, "they'd 
better put guns on their shoulders." I said, "What do 
ya mean, uh, Roy?" He said, "I just mean we' re gonna 
be in a war pretty soon." Now that's the first time 
that we thought they was really a danger of a war a 
breakin' out. And, of course that was the second 
World War, and uh, which we got into. 
MS: What was your reaction when you heard the news of Pearl 
Harbor? 
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CA: Well, I was settin' at home that Sunday, that Sunday 
at home. I think, uh, I think, uh, my wife and children 
had went to churcho But I was sittin' at the radio 
that Sunday when they first announced. And I thinks, 
'·'That's a mistake, surely.•• And, of course, Neil 
(a younger brother) was already in service. See, Neil 
had left the rrccrr camp and he had already went into 
service. And Neil was there, in at P2arl Harbor when 
that happened. And, uh, I was settin' at the radio 
and heard that. I, I couldn't believe it for awhile 
until they talked on a whileo Then I knew it was realo 
It had actually had happened. Well I said, "That man 
that told me that he, he's not a gonna be very far 
wrong then. That's just sayin' we're gonna be into 
war pretty soon.rr 
MS: What effect did World war II have on the Civilian 
Conservation Corps? 
CA: Well I, I, I wouldn't hardly just know. But it seemed 
like so many of the young men, though, had left the 
corps and had already volunteered then to go into the 
U.S. Army. And, uh, of course, I think, uh, President 
Roosevelt had figured that his job, his part was done 
in, uh, bringin' about all this forest service all 
over these United States. I figured he thought his 
part was almost done. And the banks had opened and 
was on a firm foundation. And, uh, it seemed like 
the war and everything coupled together and the boys 
all had a little money in their pockets. Now, I've 
often thought, "If you want to see a dejected person, 
you just see somebody that don't have a dollar and 
they seem to be awful despondant." So every, seemed 
like everybody about that time, about the time the 
"CC" camps was terminatin' and the war started. It 
seemed like about everybody had a little money in their 
pocket. And it just seemed like it had a, a good effect 
on everybody, everybody felt better. I knew my family, 
uh, would eat a little better. And, of course, at that 
time, several of ours was pretty small children, too. 
MS: Exactly when did the Civilian Conservation Corps end? 
When was the last of it and do you remember any of the 
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details involved with the, uh, disbanding of it? 
CA: I, I actually don't remember too much about that 
because I had left and went back to the log woods 
just before. Now, when Will Rogers disbanded then 
I was transferred back to Watoga againo So then I 
left watoga to go back to the log woods before it 
disbanded. And, uh, the work over in Watoga Park 
was pretty well completed. If you could call it 
completed. Although I believe yet today, that we 
need many more cabins. I believe we need many more 
log cabins, because there's many hollers over there 
that don't have a log cabin in it. And when the 
public is just a hollerin' more and more fer places 
to go to spend their weekend, or week, vacations. I 
think watoga State Park could stand many more cabins, 
as well as now, of course, Seneca is a forest, Seneca 
Forest. I believe they could stand several more cabins. 
MS: We had talked before a little bit about the general 
opinion of President Hoover and then President Roosevelt 
in the earlier depression years. What was pretty much 
the opinion here of Roosevelt during the war years as 
compared with his role during the depression years? 
CA: Well I cbn't think, uh, don't think it ever changed 
very much. Uh, I think people thought as much of 
him right on, uh, after Japan made such a sneakin' 
attack on Pearl Harbor. I think people thought as 
much of Franklin Roosevelt as they ever did, before. 
And, uh, we used to hear a song sing, "leave alot of 
happy tracks behind." I honestly believe that Roosevelt 
did leave alot of happy tracks behind, with considering 
everything that he done for the United States. I think 
that's right. 
MS: Do you remember where you were and the circumstances 
around, when you heard about his death? 
CA: I forget just where I's at when we heard that but, uh, 
I know it was a shock. Because I know he'd helped me 
alot by me gettin' in the "CC" camp when I did. And 
it was, it was a right smart shock to people in 
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Pocahontas County, when we'd learned that he had died. 
MS: When do you think, er, how would you sum up the affect 
that F.DoR. had on this nation? 
CA: Oh, I don't know that any human being could ever just 
do that. Because I just place him right up with the 
greatest, I think, I think he was right among the 
greatest, if not the greatest president this country 
has ever known because he left so much good work 
behind. There's been so much that he done that really 
made this country great again. And to go back and see 
what a depression was, and he, it seems like he brought, 
brought it out of all thato 
MS: Well I really enjoyed listening to you and I just want 
to thank you alot for all the information that you've 
given me. 
CA: Well I'm happy to have give it. If my memory serves 
me right, I think I give you the most of the details 
on all of it. 
